
 
    

Fact checking: Who we are 
 
Registered Charity: eyeWitness to Atrocities is a registered charity (registered number 1156242) 
and company limited by guarantee, incorporated in England and Wales (registration number 
08703983). eyeWitness is regulated by the Charities Commission. See our registration on the UK 
Government’s Charity Commission website.  
 
Initiated by the International Bar Association (IBA) in 2011: The IBA, established in 1947, is the 
foremost organisation for international legal practitioners, bar associations and law societies. The 
present membership is comprised of more than 80,000 individual international lawyers from most 
of the world’s leading law firms and some 190 bar associations and law societies spanning more 
than 170 countries. The IBA has considerable expertise in providing assistance to the global legal 
community, and through its global membership it influences the development of international law 
reform and shapes the future of the legal profession throughout the world.  
 
Launched publicly in 2015: eyeWitness to Atrocities was launched publicly as a project of the IBA.  

• BBC News, eyeWitness app lets smartphones report war crimes.  
• The Guardian, eyeWitness to Atrocities: the app aimed at bringing war criminals to justice.  

 
Usage: Since 2015, the eyeWitness to Atrocities app has been used by organisations and journalists 
in more than 20 countries. We have received over 15,500 photos and videos. 
 
Secure: App users upload their footage to a secure server for verification and safe storage. 
LexisNexis Legal & Professional, a part of the RELX Group, hosts the secure repository, database 
and backup system to store and analyse this data. LexisNexis Legal & Professional’s industry 
leading data hosting capabilities provide the eyeWitness program with the same technology used 
to safeguard sensitive and confidential material for LexisNexis clients every day. The database is not 
accessible to the public. Only members of the eyeWitness team may access the secure server, 
subject to strict internal protocols to protect the chain of custody. Learn more about LexisNexis.  
 
Impact: eyeWitness has submitted 22 dossiers to investigative and accountability mechanisms, 
including the International Criminal Court, the United Nations, European war crimes units, domestic 
courts and police forces. For example, photos and videos taken with the eyeWitness to Atrocities 
app were used in a crimes against humanity trial in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.   
 
Read more about our impact on our website. 
 
Awards and affiliations: 

• Member of the Video4Change Network (since 2020). 
• Winner of the Global Centre for Security Policy Prize for Innovation in Global Security 

(2016). 
• A Silver Award Winner of the UK App Design Award for Best App of the Year (2015). 

 
 

 

https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/charity-details/5039831/contact-information
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/charity-details/5039831/contact-information
https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-33029464
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/jun/08/eyewitness-to-atrocities-the-app-aimed-at-bringing-war-criminals-to-justice
https://www.lexisnexis.co.uk/
https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/drc-two-militiamen-found-guilty-of-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.eyewitness.global/our-impact
https://video4change.org/eyewitness/
https://www.gcsp.ch/global-insights/eyewitness-atrocities-awarded-2016-gcsp-prize-innovation-global-security
https://drivenxdesign.com/UKAPPS15/project.asp?ID=14627


 
    

Recently featured articles: 
• BICTI, Capture evidence of war crimes. 
• Ternopil City Council, International Bar Association invites eyeWitness to Atrocities to record 

war crimes or crimes against humanity.  
• Ukrainian Bar Association (UBA), About the UBA hotline and gathering evidence of war 

crimes through the eyeWitness to Atrocities app in the Toronto Television.  
• Jurliga, The eyeWitness to Atrocities crime documentation application: instructions for use.  
• BBC News, Ukraine: Online posts 'transform' war crimes documentation.  
• ABC News, UK-based charity works to verify images of war in Ukraine. 
• Yahoo News, Tech battles to show its worth in Ukraine war crimes probes. 
• VSquare.org, People in Ukraine contribute to gather evidence of Russian war crimes.  
• Foreign Policy, To Prosecute Putin for War Crimes, Safeguard the Digital Proof.  
• POLITICO, From war crime to conviction — what it will take to bring the Bucha killers to 

justice.  
• New Republic, Is Russia Targeting Ukraine’s Hospitals? 
• Just Security, The Int’l Criminal Court’s Ukraine Investigation: A Test Case for User-

Generated Evidence. 
• Forbes, How To Fight Russia’s War Crimes With Your Smartphone. 
• Just Security, Incorporating Digital Technology in the Investigation of International Crimes: 

Lessons from the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
• RELX, Bringing war criminals to justice: the story behind the eyeWitness to Atrocities app.  
• Law Society Gazette Ireland, IBA-backed app helps document war crimes.  
• PILPG, ASP20 side event: Using digital technology for war crimes documentation and 

accountability.  
 
Featured videos: 

• Amanpour & Company, War crimes expert: Putin incriminates himself every day. 
• WITNESS video series, Guide to Human Rights Documentation. 
• RightsCon 2021, eyeWitness app demonstration. 
• eyeWitness partner video, Gathering evidence of alleged war crimes in Ukraine, featuring 

National Geographic Photographer, Anastasia Taylor Lind. Anastasia’s photos were also 
featured in TIME. 

https://i-visti.com/news/11504-zbr-dokazv-voyennih-zlochinv.html
https://ternopilcity.gov.ua/news/58706.html
https://ternopilcity.gov.ua/news/58706.html
https://2022.uba.ua/news/pro-garyachu-liniyu-apu-ta-zbir-dokaziv-voyennyh-zlochyniv-cherez-dodatok-eyewitnesstoatrocities-u-vypusku-telebachennya-toronto/
https://2022.uba.ua/news/pro-garyachu-liniyu-apu-ta-zbir-dokaziv-voyennyh-zlochyniv-cherez-dodatok-eyewitnesstoatrocities-u-vypusku-telebachennya-toronto/
https://jurliga.ligazakon.net/news/210572_dodatok-dlya-dokumentuvannya-zlochinv-eyewitness-to-atrocities-nstruktsya-z-vikoristannya
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-61011855
https://abcnews.go.com/International/video/uk-based-charity-works-verify-images-war-ukraine-83535086
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tech-battles-show-worth-ukraine-152033000.html?guccounter=1
https://vsquare.org/people-in-ukraine-contribute-to-gather-evidence-of-russian-war-crimes/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/10/prosecute-putin-war-crimes-evidence-bucha-safeguard-digital-proof/
https://www.politico.eu/article/war-crime-conviction-russia-ukraine-bucha-justice/
https://www.politico.eu/article/war-crime-conviction-russia-ukraine-bucha-justice/
https://www.justsecurity.org/80404/the-intl-criminal-courts-ukraine-investigation-a-test-case-for-user-generated-evidence/
https://www.justsecurity.org/80404/the-intl-criminal-courts-ukraine-investigation-a-test-case-for-user-generated-evidence/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jillgoldenziel/2022/02/27/how-to-fight-war-crimes-with-your-smartphone/amp/
https://www.justsecurity.org/76780/incorporating-digital-technology-in-the-investigation-of-international-crimes-lessons-from-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.justsecurity.org/76780/incorporating-digital-technology-in-the-investigation-of-international-crimes-lessons-from-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://stories.relx.com/eyewitness/index.html
https://www.lawsociety.ie/gazette/top-stories/2021/06-june/iba-backed-app-helps-document-war-crimes
https://www.publicinternationallawandpolicygroup.org/lawyering-justice-blog/2021/12/14/asp20-side-event-using-digital-technology-for-war-crimes-documentation-and-accountability
https://www.publicinternationallawandpolicygroup.org/lawyering-justice-blog/2021/12/14/asp20-side-event-using-digital-technology-for-war-crimes-documentation-and-accountability
https://youtu.be/X3a2c3P43es?t=749
https://youtu.be/GrnP7O2msyM
https://youtu.be/_nn6hUQW22M
https://youtu.be/_gGedd7DXLo
https://time.com/longform/eastern-ukraine-war-civilian-life-frontline/

