
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The joint urgent appeal was submitted to the following United Nations Special Rapporteurs 

on 21 October 2025: 

- Mr. Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions. 

- Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal, Special Rapporteur on adequate housing. 

- Mr. Michael Fakhri, Special Rapporteur on the right to food. 

For security reasons, personally identifying information not otherwise in the public domain 

has been redacted from this report. For the same reasons, Annex III, which contains an index 

of the footage captured with the eyeWitness to Atrocities’ App, associated metadata, and PDF 

preview files of the footage, are not available. Annex II, which describes the methodology 

followed in drafting this urgent appeal, is available in redacted form upon request. 

Information about how the eyeWitness to Atrocities’ system operates, detailed in Annex I, is 

publicly available on the eyeWitness to Atrocities’ website (www.eyewitness.global/).  

 

 

WARNING – GRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS 

This urgent appeal contains descriptions related to attacks involving 

vulnerable segments of the civilian population, including women, children, and 

the elderly, that is not suitable for all audiences. Photographs of deceased 

victims included in the body of the urgent appeal have been pixelated for the 

purpose of this publication. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 

 

Re: Joint Urgent Appeal - Patterns of attacks in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria  

(Int. Ref.: INJM0039) 

 

WARNING: GRAPHIC CONTENT 

 

eyeWitness to Atrocities and the International Committee On Nigeria (‘ICON’) write to express 

serious concern in relation to patterns of attacks carried out in the context of the conflict between 

certain herder and farming communities in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria that are neither 

investigated, nor prosecuted by Nigerian authorities at the state and federal levels. This Joint Urgent 

Appeal (or ‘Urgent Appeal’) is submitted for action in your capacity as Special Rapporteurs on 

extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, on the right to adequate housing, and on the right to 

food. 
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Director 
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• Type of issue: human rights violations. 

• Issue of concern: executions, food, housing, internally displaced people, religion or belief, and 

climate change. 

• Victims: farming communities in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria, as a group. 

• Consent: This Joint Urgent Appeal details attacks that resulted in the death of several victims, from 

whom consent cannot be obtained, and in the injury of others. Documenters obtained consent from 

all injured victims to be photographed or filmed, informed them of the ways the footage might be 

used, and obtained consent to share their identifying information with third parties for 

accountability and/or advocacy purposes, such as this Joint Urgent Appeal. More information about 

the way documenters sought and obtained victims’ consent can be found in Annex II.  

• Submitting organisations: eyeWitness to Atrocities (‘eyeWitness’)1 and the International 

Committee On Nigeria (‘ICON’).2 

Disclosure: Given the identification of victims as a group, several victims being minors, the 

frequency of targeted attacks against identifiable villages, and allegations of military and 

government involvement in attacks, the submitting organisations request that the identity of 

individual victims belonging to the group be withheld from all communications with the Federal 

Government of Nigeria, state/local governments, and others such as intergovernmental 

organisations, businesses, military or security companies, as well as from public communications 

reports.  

Several of the individual victims belonging to the group are only identified or identifiable based on 

the documenters’ footage and accompanying notes while others’ names are in the public domain. 

For security reasons, the eyeWitness to Atrocities’ legal team opted not to explicitly name any of 

the individual victims in the body of this Joint Urgent Appeal. However, victims whose identities 

are in the public domain are referenced in the sources cited for corroboration and contextualisation 

purposes. More information about the disclosure of victims’ identities can be found in confidential 

Annex II. Please note that some sources cited may have graphic footage or references to graphic 

information. 

If you intend to share this Joint Urgent Appeal and/or its annexes with other United Nations bodies, 

external institutions or representatives (domestic or foreign, of any nature), please contact Carrie 

Bowker at analysis.eyewitness@int-bar.org before proceeding. Ensuring we keep the documenters 

informed and act with their consent allows us to minimise the risks to local organisations, 

documenters, community members, witnesses, and victims who may have security concerns about 

the release of the information 
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URGENT APPEAL 

 

1. Introduction  

1. Since March 2019, eyeWitness’ partners and independent users across Nigeria have used the 

eyeWitness mobile camera App (‘the App’)3 to document patterns of violations in the context of 

the conflict between certain herder and farming communities in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria. 

Many of the 7,498 photographs, videos, and audio recordings portray incidents that are relevant 

to the mandate of the Special Rapporteurs addressed in this Joint Urgent Appeal, including: 

• Civilian fatalities; 

• Damage and destruction of residential properties; 

• Damage and destruction of other types of properties, including churches, clinics, and schools; 

and 

• Food-related incidents, including sets portraying damage to and/or destruction of agricultural 

lands, crops, food reserves and food storage structures.4 

2. Whilst the conflict has been ongoing for at least two decades, in what has been described as an 

“[u]nending [c]ycle of […] [v]iolence,”5 recent months have witnessed a considerable escalation 

in violence in Nigeria’s Middle Belt region. For example, during the night between 13 and 14 

June 2025, armed assailants reportedly linked to herder communities attacked the community of 

Yelewata, Benue State, and killed at least 59 people.6  

3. eyeWitness and ICON hereby submit this Joint Urgent Appeal to provide an overview of some of 

the most egregious incidents identified in footage captured with the App between 1 January  2022 

and 31 March 2025.7 It is important to emphasise that these incidents represent only a fraction of 

the total number of attacks documented with the App during this period,8 and of the broader 

patterns of violence that often go unreported due to security challenges in the region, restricted 

access to affected areas, unavailability of documenters, and/or limited interest from media outlets.  

4. This Joint Urgent Appeal builds on two previous submissions filed by eyeWitness and ICON, as 

well as their partners, namely: i) a Joint Urgent Appeal filed with Special Procedures in June 

2022, focusing on a series of extrajudicial executions carried out in the Middle Belt region of 

Nigeria; and ii) a joint submission filed in the context of Nigeria’s latest Universal Periodic 

Review, outlining serious human rights violations resulting from repeated attacks against civilians 
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in this context, including violations of the right to life, right to housing, right to food, freedom of 

religion, and right to an effective remedy. 

 

2. Context 

5. For centuries, nomadic herders, 90% of whom are Muslim Fulani pastoralists, and sedentary crop 

farmers, predominantly Christian from various ethnic groups, have lived in harmony in Nigeria – 

each community benefitting from the other in keeping the land fertile and the cattle nourished.9 

In the last two decades, however, there have been growing tensions and violence between certain 

herder and farming communities in Nigeria’s Middle Belt region.10 Since 2017, this inter-

communal violence has escalated and increasingly taken on religious and ethnic dimensions.11 

The exact number of casualties is unknown but more recent statistics suggest at least 2,347 

casualties were recorded in 359 incidents involving farmers and herders in Nigeria between 2020 

and 2024, though this is likely a conservative figure.12 In a report released in 2021, the former 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions described the situation as 

Nigeria’s “[…] gravest security challenge […].”13 

6. The existing literature identifies a range of factors that, individually or in combination, have 

contributed to the escalation and perpetuation of violence in the region. These include, inter alia, 

issues related to security and criminality; weak governance and corruption; ethnic/religious/tribal 

tensions and discrimination;14 poverty; shifting demographics; poor resource management; 

impunity for crimes; and the increased flow of arms.15 Additionally, climate change, 

environmental degradation, population growth, cattle rustling, and the Boko Haram insurgency 

have prompted herder communities to migrate south at greater rates in search of pastures for their 

cattle, increasing tensions between certain herder and farming communities.16 There are diverging 

opinions about the primary drivers of the violence, with some sources indicating that climate 

change is overplayed as a factor while religious discrimination is underplayed, while others 

indicate climate change is a significant driver.17 Ultimately, the root causes of the violence are 

multifaceted and complex. 

7. This violence appears to stem from cycles of retaliatory attacks between farming and herding 

communities.18 However, one of eyeWitness’ partners has reported that within the communities 

in which it operates in Southern Kaduna and Plateau, the violence appears to be one-sided.19 The 

state’s inability or unwillingness to provide adequate protection has led groups to take security 
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into their own hands. Communities have reportedly formed self-defence groups, allegedly backed 

by local leaders who are said to encourage extrajudicial killings and provide information to 

facilitate attacks.20 A 2020 inquiry by the United Kingdom’s All Party Parliamentary Group for 

International Freedom of Religion or Belief (‘UK APPG’) reported that militia attacks “have 

become increasingly well planned, coordinated and brutal.”21 Compounding the situation, 

according to the International Crisis Group, “[t]he emergence of criminal gangs, whom the 

Nigerian government and mass media call “bandits”, has aggravated an already precarious 

security situation. Some of these gangs started as herder-allied groups but now operate 

autonomously. Many are exclusively or predominantly Fulani, while others are ethnically 

diverse.”22 Additionally, the 2019 Global Terrorism Index reported that “[c]ertain deaths within 

the ongoing conflict between pastoralists and the nomadic Fulani have been categorized as 

terrorism and attributed to extremist elements within the Fulani.”23 The same index noted that, by 

2021, Boko Haram and Islamic State in West Africa Province (‘ISWAP’) were aligning “with 

local communal conflicts and their leaders to gain recruits by siding on divisions between ethnic 

groups, such as the Fulani ethnic groups in Nigeria, as well as the long-standing farmer-herder 

violence over water and grazing areas.”24 

8. The footage captured by documenters using the App focuses almost exclusively on attacks against 

Christian farming communities in Nigeria’s Middle Belt region.25 However, Muslim communities 

are also victims of violence.26 Many of the incidents documented with the App were allegedly 

committed by attackers described as, inter alia, “Fulani militia”, “Fulani”, “bandits”, “gunmen” 

and “herdsmen,” terms that may at times be used interchangeably.27 In some of the incidents 

outlined below, ICON documenters, or witnesses they spoke to, identified the alleged perpetrators 

as members of the “Fulani” because their distinct language and cultural traits are easily 

identifiable to communities in the Middle Belt region who have interacted closely with them. The 

submitting organisations caution strongly against conflating Fulani civilians, who are also victims 

of violence, with a minority within the Fulani community that has organised in militias and 

exploits pre-existing intercommunal tensions to carry out violent attacks. As the submitting 

organisations have not conducted direct investigations into specific alleged perpetrators, and in 

order to avoid bias, references to alleged perpetrators in this Joint Urgent Appeal rely on the 

terminology used by the sources cited or the general term “Fulani militia” where there are stronger 

indications that the perpetrators are Fulani.28 The inclusion of any particular source in this Joint 
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Urgent Appeal does not imply endorsement of its views or messaging but only reflects that the 

source is considered to provide relevant information regarding a specific incident.29 

 

 

3. Incidents overview 

3.1 ESA executions 

9. Villages in the Middle Belt region have been, and continue to be, subjected to frequent attacks 

leading to heavy civilian casualties. Examples of incidents that took place before the temporal 

scope of the present Urgent Appeal include, for instance, at least nine attacks in the villages of 

Hukke and Ancha, located within a kilometre of each other in Bassa Local Government Authority 

(‘LGA’) of Plateau State. These attacks cumulatively led to a death toll of at least 40.30 Similarly, 

assailants stormed four villages in the Kwall district, Bassa LGA of Plateau State, in less than 

three weeks, leaving up to 19 dead and five injured.31 Furthermore, there were four separate 

attacks in Numan LGA of Adamawa State between September and October 2019.32 In Kajuru 

LGA of Kaduna State, a series of retaliatory attacks – four of which were documented by App 

users and partners – led to the death of up to 250 people in February and March 2019.33 In 2021, 

attackers invaded villages in Kauru LGA, Kaduna State at least three times,34 including an attack 

that killed at least 40 and injured nine in September 2021.35  

10. Attacks have continued unabated since the beginning of 2022. On the evening of 20 March 2022, 

Fulani militia reportedly attacked four locations in the Kagoro Chiefdom of Kaduna State, namely 

Agban, Tsonje, Katanga, Kadarko.36 The assailants, numbering over 30 according to an 

eyewitness account, were said to be carrying arms, machetes and cans of petrol.37 Multiple sources 

reported that the attackers fired indiscriminately at residents.38 As a result of the attacks, up to 34 

people were killed across the four villages, including 32 residents and two military personnel.39 

These figures were confirmed by the Governor of Kaduna State, Nasir El-Rufai40 and Samuel 

Aruwan, Kaduna’s State Commissioner of the Ministry of Internal Security and Home Affairs, 

released the names of those killed in the attack.41 In addition to the fatalities, seven people 

sustained injuries.42 The material destruction was also severe, with over 200 houses and 32 shops 

burnt to the ground and three vehicles and 17 motorcycles damaged during the attack.43 

11. Between 21 and 22 March 2022, three ICON documenters travelled to the scene and captured 368 

items of footage portraying the attack’s aftermath. A sub-set of the footage is graphic and shows 



 

8 
JOINT URGENT APPEAL – PATTERNS OF ATTACKS IN THE MIDDLE BELT REGION OF NIGERIA 

PUBLIC REDACTED VERSION 

 

the bodies of at least eight people, including possibly two women.44 Some of the victims are 

identifiable, but there are also bodies covered in sheets as well as inside coffins, making it difficult 

to establish the exact number of casualties portrayed in the footage. One of the victims 

photographed appears to be a young man with a large open wound to the back of his head,45 while 

another victim appears to have been burnt beyond recognition.46 The remaining footage portrays 

what look like damaged residential buildings. Many of the properties have collapsed roofs, 

damaged windows as well as scorch marks on the walls, suggesting possible fire damage. A small 

sub-set shows bullet casings (see Image 1 below). Some of them have visible headstamps which 

may help to identify the manufacturer, any possible intermediaries, and the perpetrators.47 

 

Image 1: Item ID 102368, captured on 21 March 2022 with the App by ICON. 

12. Later that year, on 18 December 2022, Fulani militia allegedly attacked the community of 

Mallagum, Kaduna State.48 Witnesses mentioned hearing gunshots after 11:00 p.m., with the 

assault reportedly lasting for over an hour.49 Up to 40 individuals were killed  and over 100 houses 

and grain stores were destroyed, displacing a significant number of residents.50 Attackers 

allegedly stole cell phones from victims and used them to issue threats to their families after the 

attack. One survivor reportedly received a phone call from the attackers on the following morning, 

during which they claimed that “they were not done with them yet.”51  



 

9 
JOINT URGENT APPEAL – PATTERNS OF ATTACKS IN THE MIDDLE BELT REGION OF NIGERIA 

PUBLIC REDACTED VERSION 

 

13. Despite the presence of Nigerian military stationed approximately 30 meters from the community, 

reports indicate they did not intervene to assist the villagers during the attack, with one victim 

suggesting they may have been complicit.52 In response, Aruwan, stated that “[a]n urgent security 

intervention [was] being conducted by the Defence Headquarters Operation Safe Haven” and 

noted that the Kaduna State Government would release further details following official feedback 

from the security forces.53 

14. On the day following the attack, ICON documenters as well as another eyeWitness partner, 

Lannap Ki Icu, captured a total of 81 photos and videos documenting the aftermath of the incident. 

The bodies of at least 13 individuals are visible in the footage.54 Some of the victims are shown 

lying on the floors of destroyed houses, whilst three appear to be on stretchers in what seems to 

be a hospital or morgue.55 All visible clothing appear to be civilian in nature. One of the bodies 

has been burnt beyond recognition (see Image 2 below),56 while another shows partial burn marks, 

although most of the body is covered by a sheet.57 According to the documenters, one of the 

casualties depicted in the footage was allegedly shot by Nigerian soldiers on the roadside. This 

account was provided by the victim’s sister, who was also shot in the leg during the incident 

allegedly by Nigerian soldiers but survived by pretending to be dead.58 The remaining 

photographs and videos show structures that appear to be residential in nature with varying 

degrees of damage, including several that bear signs of apparent fire damage. ICON documenters 

captured footage of a mass burial held four days later, on 22 December 2022, for the victims of 

the attack.59 
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Image 2: Item ID 148843, captured on 19 December 2022 with the App by Lannap Ki Icu. 

15. Such attacks continued in 2023. For example, either late at night on 15 April 2023 or in the very 

early hours of 16 April 2023,60 Fulani militia attacked Runji village in the Zangon Kataf LGA, 

Kaduna State, while residents were sleeping.61 The assailants shot people and cut them with 

machetes,62 set fire to the village,63 and stole items.64 At least 33 people were killed, 14 of whom 

were children, including a five-year old boy who was reportedly beheaded.65 Six people were 

injured66 and at least 40 homes were destroyed by the fire.67 The attackers reportedly operated for 

over an hour and informed surviving villagers they would be returning.68  

16. There are diverging opinions about how responsive the Nigerian security forces were in 

responding to the attack. According to state government sources, “troops” confronted the 

attackers and intervened.69 Other sources, however, suggest that the attack could have been 

prevented had the security forces fulfilled their responsibilities.70 Zangon Kataf LGA suffered 

repeated attacks despite there being a joint military and police camp stationed three kilometres 

from its main town.71 Further, residents of Runji village reported being warned approximately an 

hour before the attack, including by an “army captain”, that “Fulani” were about to attack.72 

Despite such warnings, the attackers allegedly operated for over 30 minutes and had already killed 

people before the security forces arrived.73 The community had met with “Fulani groups” before 

the attack at the army base to discuss how to achieve peace.74 According to survivors, they knew 
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the assailants, who were allegedly Fulani neighbours, personally.75 In addition, the Foundation 

for Investigative Journalism, citing a resident, wrote “[e]ven the government knows that these 

Fulani stay in Zangon […]. Our local leaders have even spoken with the government […].”76  

17. On 16 April 2023, the “military” provided a report to the Kaduna State Government about the 

attacks, however, it is unclear whether an investigation and prosecutions took place.77  

18. ICON documenters captured 123 items of footage with the App on 16 April 2023 showing the 

immediate aftermath. A significant portion of the footage is graphic in nature, with some items 

portraying up to 20 corpses in civilian-like clothing, where clothing is visible.78 Most of the 

corpses shown in the footage are burnt beyond recognition, making it difficult to ascertain their 

identities, or even their gender and age, though some bodies appear to be those of children due to 

their size, and others appear to be women based on their clothing.79 Some footage shows bodies 

with red stains, likely blood, as well as open wounds.80 Footage depicts the bodies being buried 

in mass graves.81 In addition, the footage shows damaged property (discussed in detail in Section 

3.2 below), cut trees (possibly banana trees),82 as well as what one of the documenters describes 

as burnt potatoes, cassava, ginger and grains.83 One item of footage shows an apparent bullet 

fragment or casing, though no markings are visible.84 Documenters indicate that animals were 

taken, and grain was looted.85 

19. On 1 October 2023, at about 8:10 p.m., Fulani militia attacked Du village86 of Kwall District, 

Rigwe Chiefdom of Plateau State.87 According to the documenters, the assailants “sprayed 

bullets” as people were already asleep.88 As a result of the attack, at least eight people were killed 

– including a 9 and an 11-year old – and five injured.89 Security personnel were called upon to 

arrest the people responsible for the attack, who are reportedly known to authorities and had made 

threatening statements to the community that was affected by the attack.90 

20. The day after the attack, ICON documenters photographed eight bodies, first lying in different 

areas91 and later inside a large hole dug in the ground, surrounded by a crowd.92 There are at least 

two children amongst the deceased (see Image 3 below for instance)93 and one woman.94 All the 

casualties are wearing civilian-looking clothing with visible blood stains. Three of the photos 

show a cartridge case lying in a red puddle, possibly blood.95  
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Image 3: Item ID 184358 captured on 2 October 2023 with the App by ICON. 

21. On 11 February 2024, Fulani militia reportedly attacked Nkienzha village, Bassa LGA of Plateau 

State.96 The village was attacked around 11:00 p.m. when most of the inhabitants were asleep.97 

The assailants reportedly fired gunshots into the air to announce their presence before launching 

the attack.98 During the attack, three people were killed, including one woman, and two were 

injured.99 Many houses were set ablaze and other properties destroyed.100 Security forces from 

Operation Safe Haven reportedly intervened and managed to repel the attackers. In response to 

the incident, the chairman of Gan Allah Fulani Development Association of Nigeria, Garba 

Abdullahi, publicly denied any involvement by his group in the attack.101 

22. The incident took place only one day after another young Rigwe villager had allegedly been killed 

by attackers.102 However, according to media reports, these attacks followed a period of respite 

“in the unending communal feud between indigenous Irigwe people and Fulani herders.”103 

23. On 12 February 2024, an ICON documenter photographed three deceased bodies inside a large 

hole dug in the ground.104 The victims are not identifiable as their bodies are fully wrapped in 

colourful blankets (see, for instance, Image 4). Both a photograph and a video taken at the scene 

show buildings displaying burn marks, suggesting they may have been damaged by fire.105 A 

couple of days later, the same documenter visited a hospital where they met with a 15-year-old 

girl who survived the attack and was receiving treatment for injuries to her leg.106 According to 
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the notes by the documenter, she reported that both her mother and her brother were killed in the 

attack while attempting to escape through a window.107  

 

Image 4: Item ID 170831, captured on 12 February 2024 with the App by ICON. 

24. On the night between 22 and 23 December 2024, during curfew hours, Fulani militia attacked 

the community of Dowchai, also known as Gidan Ado, in Danwal village, Riyom LGA of Plateau 

State.108 The assailants killed up to 15 people, including women and children, and injured up to 

two others. Amongst the deceased were a 1-year-old child, a 13-year-old child, and a pregnant 

woman.109 All victims were members of the Irigwe ethnic group.110 In addition to loss of life, 

dozens of houses were set ablaze.111  

25. According to the Irigwe Community Development Association, the attack took place two days 

after the police had deployed officers to five LGAs, including Riyom, ahead of the Christmas 

celebrations and Operation Safe Haven responded to the attack.112 However, Clement Chup, the 

President of the Aten Development Association, publicly questioned “the commitment of the 

security agencies in their mandate of securing lives and property of Nigerians.”113  
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26. ICON documenters visited the scene on 23 December 2024 and documented the aftermath of the 

attack. One video shows what appears to be eight bodies lying in a large hole dug in the ground.114 

The bodies are mostly covered, though any visible clothing appears to be civilian in nature (see, 

for instance, Image 5). Two of the bodies are visibly smaller than the others, suggesting they may 

be children. Additional footage shows two bodies lying on the ground115 and a large crowd of 

people gathered at the site, with a few men in military uniforms visible in the background.116 One 

photograph captured by the documenters shows a hand-written list of 14 names and ages, largely 

consistent with the list of victims published in media reports.117 The documenter’s notes confirm 

the community criticism against security forces, with some accusing them of negligence and even 

complicity.118 A local leader reportedly alerted the Nigerian army stationed at a checkpoint 

located 1 kilometre from the village of suspected Fulani activity in the area around 4:00 p.m. on 

the day of the attack, but they refused to intervene.119  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 5: Item ID 183320, captured on 23 December 2024 with the App by ICON. 

 

3.2 Damage and destruction of residential property 

27. There appears to be a pattern of attackers operating in the Middle Belt region damaging or 

destroying villages, particularly residential properties, significantly impacting people’s ability to 

live securely in their homes. Mimi Kava, a woman who was displaced from her home in Benue 
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State and living in Ichwa Camp told the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(‘UNHCR’): “I lost everything […]. If you go to my village, everything has been burned down; I 

cannot farm any longer. And it’s not only me…we all went through these things. We have a lot 

of widows and orphans here.”120  

28. Footage captured with the App since 2019 confirms this trend. In Adamawa State, more than 100 

houses and food barns were burnt down in a single attack in April 2019.121 In Plateau State, at 

least 12 villages were set on fire between May 2019 and January 2022.122 There, assailants also 

set ablaze several churches,123 at least one clinic124 and one school.125 Similarly, in Karamai, 

located in the Kajuru LGA of Kaduna State, more than 100 houses were razed in an attack that 

also killed 40 people.126 In 2020, 63 houses, food barns, and water pumping machines used in 

farm irrigation were set on fire in Ntiriku village, also known as Ungwan Magaji, Kauru LGA of 

Kaduna State.127 In Ariri, located in Bassa LGA of Plateau State, 25 houses, 40 barns, 28 kitchens, 

and one church were burnt to the ground in April 2022.128 

29. eyeWitness and ICON have selected two incidents that occurred during the temporal scope of this 

Joint Urgent Appeal to highlight recent attacks.  

30. During the night of Tuesday 8 February 2022, “terrorists” attacked the communities of Zaman 

Dabo, Chibob, and Sabon Kaura in the Zongo Kataf LGA of Kaduna State.129 According to an 

eyewitness, armed assailants came in large numbers, shot sporadically, and destroyed “property 

worth millions of naira”.130 The attackers “burnt more than half of the houses”.131 Several articles 

published by media outlets allege that seven people were killed, specifically six people in Chibob 

and Sabon Kaura, and one person in Zaman Dabo.132 

31. Footage captured by ICON documenters in Zaman Dabo on 10 February 2022 shows numerous 

houses,133 possible food storage locations,134 a granary,135 and personal effects, including a 

motorcycle,136 with visible burn marks and surrounded by ashes, suggesting they sustained fire 

damage. Many images show sheets of corrugated metal, possibly indicating collapsed 

roofs/panelling (see, for instance, Image 6 and 7). ICON documenters also captured photos and 

videos of walls damaged with holes, consistent with gunshot damage.137 Documenters’ notes 

accompanying the footage mention “bullets”.138 The footage showing the impact on food-related 

infrastructure/reserves is discussed in more detail below in Section 3.3. 
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Image 6 and 7: Item IDs 101778 (left) and 101722 (right), captured on 10 February 2022 with the App by ICON. 

 

32. Moreover, the attack on 15 or 16 April 2023 in Runji village in Zangon Kataf LGA, Kaduna 

State, resulted in at least 40 homes being burnt, affecting the livelihoods of the residents.139 

According to the International Organization for Migration (‘IOM’), this attack along with attacks 

on other villages in Kaduna State around the same time period, resulted in 1,539 people being 

displaced.140  

33. ICON documenters’ footage depicts the destroyed village. There are structures, likely residential, 

with black marks consistent with burn marks.141 Certain items of footage show soot on the floor 

of homes, scorched walls, dismantled roofs, broken windows, scorched plants (possibly crops), 

and scorched household items such as kitchen utensils, cushions, mattresses, and clothes lines.142 

There is one item of footage that depicts a structure that could be a water well with black scorch 

marks.143 

3.3 Food-related incidents  

34. Violence in Nigeria’s Middle Belt region has also impacted food security, with repeated attacks 

leading to the destruction of farmland and food storage facilities, alongside the disruption of 

agricultural activities. According to a media report, farmers across the country have continued to 

face the deliberate grazing of their crops by herders’ cattle and the destruction of harvested crops:  

“Farmers in Plateau State attributed food scarcity to the frequent invasion of their farms by 

herdsmen. They argued that in the past, many families had enough food at home and only 
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sold what was necessary to meet other needs but now, families are stranded because they 

have lost both their homes and means of livelihood to the activities of some herders”.144  

Although open-source reporting on incidents is limited, footage captured with the App confirms 

this trend. 

35. The 8 February 2022 attack in Zaman Dabo, Chibob and Sabon Kaura also led to the damage of 

food-related infrastructure.145 Footage captured by ICON documenters on 10 February 2022 

shows damage to possible food storages146 and a granary147 caused by the attack. According to the 

narration in the footage and the accompanying notes, the attack affected structures utilised to store 

soy, rice, maize, and tamba (finger millet).148 

36. On or around Friday 14 October 2022, cattle belonging to alleged “Fulani” reportedly destroyed 

farmlands near Kangwaza village, Kaduna State.149 Footage captured by ICON documenters in 

the aftermath shows deserted farmlands and trampled-upon rice plants.150  

37. On or around Saturday 20 January 2024 “Fulani” reportedly deliberately grazed livestock on 

private farmlands and destroyed crops near Matagami in Kaduna State.151 ICON documenters 

captured footage portraying alleged “Fulani” walking alongside their cattle on Kagoro Road152 

and a destroyed crop field down the road near Matagami.153 Notes accompanying the footage 

mention that melon (egusi) was eaten by the cattle during the incident.154 

 

4. Impact 

38. The attacks mentioned in this Joint Urgent Appeal and the ones reported in publicly available 

sources more generally have had a significant impact on the civilian population in the Middle Belt 

of Nigeria. A large number of people have become internally displaced because of the destruction 

of their homes or due to insecurity faced due to the myriad of attacks on their villages.155 Though 

the exact figure is unclear, 2023 estimates suggest approximately 3.6 million people have been 

displaced in Nigeria due to this violence.156 As recently as June 2025, the United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund (‘UNICEF’) reported that 3,078 people, including 408 

children, were displaced due to attacks in Benue State.157 Women and children are often 

disproportionally affected by such displacement.158  
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39. Footage captured by ICON documenters with the App shows groups of people – primarily women 

and children – in Internally Displaced People (‘IDP’) camps or relief distribution sites throughout 

the Middle Belt in the days or weeks following the attacks mentioned in above paragraphs.159 

40. For instance, on 31 March 2022, eleven days after the attacks in the Kagoro Chiefdom of Kaduna 

State which led to the deaths of 34 people and the destruction of many houses, shops, and personal 

items,160 ICON documenters captured footage showing people at the Mercy IDP Camp and 

ECWA Christian Academy in Zonkwa, Kaduna State, roughly 35 kilometres from the location 

where footage was captured depicting the immediate aftermath of the attack. The footage shows 

women and (young) children standing around several buildings,161 cooking,162 resting on 

mattresses,163 filling up buckets of water,164 and queuing, possibly for relief distribution.165 Notes 

accompanying the footage mention that the IDPs are in Zonkwa “as a result of Fulani attack”166 

and that they are “scampering for food”.167 The Mercy IDP camp was temporarily closed, but 

“following the spate of attacks on the surrounding villages the IDP Camp has no option but to re-

open.”168 

41. On 13 February 2024, only two days after an alleged attack in Nkienzha village in the Bassa 

LGA of Plateau State,169 ICON documenters captured footage of individuals, possibly IDPs, in 

two camps in the Mangu LGA and Bokkos LGA of Plateau State, located approximately 90-100 

kilometres south-east. The footage captured in the Mangu LGA appears to be taken at the LGEA 

Primary School Bungha Dawo and shows women and children sitting together.170 An injured man 

is also visible.171 Footage captured in the Bokkos LGA shows a crowd of women, as well as 

(young) children,172 sitting by a tent with a UNICEF emblem.173  

42. UNICEF reported in June 2024 that 15,313 individuals were displaced to at least seven IDP camps 

and host communities, including in the Bokkos LGA of Plateau State, following heightened 

tensions and attacks against civilians in the Plateau State in December 2023 and February 2024.174 

Moreover, according to a report by the World Health Organization (‘WHO’), 16 IDP camps were 

active in the Mangu, Bokkos, and Barkin Ladi LGAs of Plateau State, and that an estimated 

18,275 people were forced to flee their homes after they were attacked in December 2023.175 

 

5. Modus operandi, alleged perpetrators, and the state response  

43. An analysis of attacks documented with the App reveals that, on many occasions, assailants 

attacked villages in the late hours of the night or as residents were asleep and unarmed.176 Women 
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and children have been particularly affected by these attacks, often bearing the heaviest 

consequences of the violence, underscoring their heightened vulnerabilities in these situations.177 

For instance, one of the attacks detailed in this Joint Urgent Appeal resulted in the killing of a 

pregnant woman,178 while at least three attacks led to the death of children.179 Throughout, some 

victims appear to have been killed as a result of gunshots180 while others were burnt as the 

assailants set fire to their houses,181 attacked by machetes or other cutting weapons, or, in at least 

one instance, beheaded.182  

44. The analysis further reveals that non-State armed groups operate with impunity in the Middle Belt 

region, killing unarmed civilians, setting villages ablaze, and destroying food reserves and farms. 

In this context, witnesses, documenters, and open-source information relevant to attacks 

documented with the App consistently identify the alleged perpetrators as members of Fulani 

militia(s). They further report instances in which Nigerian security forces were informed of both 

impending and ongoing attacks or were present in the vicinity of villages under attack but failed 

to intervene. In certain cases, allegations are more severe, implicating soldiers in active complicity 

with the attackers and suggesting they may have shot civilians in one of the incidents outlined in 

this Joint Urgent Appeal.183 

45. Only a handful of attacks appear to have led to investigations, the findings of which remain 

inaccessible to the public, with no prosecutions in sight.184 At times, ICON documenters comment 

on the difficulty of reporting the incidents to (local) authorities.185 For example, one documenter 

stated that “[o]ur governor once said that if you injure a Fulani, you have taken a loan that is 

repaid over years. That if you don’t pay with blood, you will pay with your land. And so, taking 

this to the government, or reporting, is even making yourself more vulnerable.”186  

 

6. Legal considerations  

46. Violations of the right to life. The right to life is protected under Nigeria’s Constitution and 

international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (‘ICCPR’) to which Nigeria is a party. Specifically, the Constitution provides that the 

security and welfare of the people of Nigeria “shall be the primary purpose of the government”187 

and guarantees that “[e]very person has a right to life, and no one shall be deprived intentionally 

of his life.”188 Similarly, Article 6(1) of the ICCPR recognises that no one should be arbitrarily 

deprived of their inherent right to life. States have a duty to both refrain from engaging in conduct 
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resulting in the arbitrary deprivation of life and to protect the lives of people against deprivations 

caused by individuals or entities, including militia groups, whose conduct is not attributable to 

the State.189 As such, States must not only take special measures to protect those in vulnerable 

situations, in particular where there are pre-existing patterns of violence,190 but also investigate 

and prosecute the perpetrators of killings.191 

47. Violations of the right to adequate housing and the right to food. Nigeria’s Constitution does 

not expressly recognise socio-economic rights. However, the rights to housing and to food are 

both enshrined in the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 

(‘ICESCR’), to which Nigeria is a party. Under Article 11 of the ICESCR, everyone has the right 

to “an adequate standard of living,” meaning that every person shall enjoy necessary subsistence 

rights, including adequate housing and food. Attacking, destroying and demolishing housing or 

otherwise rendering it uninhabitable are “fundamental attacks on the right to housing, which strip 

it of its core function to protect the right to live somewhere in security, peace and dignity.”192  

48. The right to food, recognised under the ICESCR both as a fundamental human right and as part 

of the right to an adequate standard of living, is the right “to have regular, permanent and free 

access […] to quantitatively and qualitatively adequate and sufficient food corresponding to the 

cultural traditions of the people to which the consumer belongs, and which ensures a physical and 

mental, individual and collective, fulfilling and dignified life free of fear.”193 

49. Further, states have a responsibility to prevent non-state actors from violating the rights to 

adequate housing and food, and to hold accountable those responsible.194  

 

7. Conclusions and recommendations 

50. The incidents detailed by eyeWitness and ICON in this Joint Urgent Appeal and previous 

submissions amount to clear violations of the right to life and right to an adequate standard of 

living, including both the right to housing and to food. An analysis of the selected footage, 

accompanying documenters’ notes, as well as open-source information reveals that armed non-

State actors operate in the Middle Belt Region of Nigeria with impunity, killing unarmed civilians, 

setting villages ablaze, and destroying food reserves. Evidence suggests that initiatives taken at 

both the federal and state levels of the Nigerian Government have proven inadequate to halt the 

killing spree and broader patterns of violence, with some attacks seemingly benefitting from the 
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complicity of security forces. Only a handful of attacks have led to formal investigations to date, 

with no prosecutions in sight.  

51. While this urgent appeal focuses on footage portraying attacks against farming communities in 

the Middle Belt region of Nigeria and points to the identification of the alleged perpetrators as 

Fulani militia, unarmed civilians are caught in retaliatory attacks perpetrated by both sides of the 

conflict between herder and farming communities. As such, a holistic approach must be taken by 

Human Rights Special Procedures, including in the form of an investigation into the Nigerian 

federal and states authorities’ role in contributing to the perpetuation of human rights violations 

throughout the region. 

52. For all these reasons, the submitting organisations urge the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, 

summary or arbitrary executions, on the right to adequate housing, and on the right to food to: 

• Seek information as to the steps taken at the state and federal levels of the Government 

of Nigeria to investigate, prosecute, and hold accountable those responsible for 

violations of the right to life, adequate housing, and food;  

• Seek information as to the measures taken at the state and federal levels of the 

Government of Nigeria to provide redress, rehabilitation, and compensation to victims 

and survivors. This includes:  

o Providing temporary resettlement options for victims; 

o Providing rehabilitation support such as trauma counselling and therapy; 

o Providing skills training, micro grants or loans, as well as other assistance to 

those who have lost their livelihoods, for example, providing farmers with tools 

or equipment to re-start farming activities;  

o Returning lost land to farmers and ensuring IDPs can return to their villages; 

and 

o Providing infrastructure, such as schools and hospitals in the affected villages; 

• Seek information as to the steps taken at the state and federal levels of the Government 

of Nigeria to address the root causes and consequences of the violence in the Middle Belt 

region, including updates on the status of any peace agreements; 

• Seek information as to the measures taken at the state and federal levels of the 

Government of Nigeria to address the compounding harms faced by women and 

children as a result of the violence;  
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• Undertake a country visit to Nigeria to assess the allegations contained in this urgent 

appeal and in relation to the violence between herders and farmers; 

• Recommend the establishment of a United Nations Commission of Inquiry or fact-

finding mission charged with investigating the human rights violations allegedly 

committed in the Middle Belt region; and 

• Recommend the creation of a new Special Rapporteur mandate on Nigeria to the 

Human Rights Council. 
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